
          
Our 2025 Prep/ Foundation P students have a Rest/ Assessment Day- each Wednesday for the first 6-7 Weeks (TBC) of 

Term 1, 2025. Year 1P students will learn with Mrs Purdie (formerly Miss Dargaville) until Recess and then 1P will be taught 

by Ms Jardine or Jane for the remainder of the day. Mrs Purdie will confirm the exact end date at the end of Feb. An 

Assessment schedule has already been forwarded to parents. 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers,     
 

Please find information about our upcoming bulb drive in this 
newsletter as well as a copy of the CSEF application form on 
the back of this newsletter. CSEF is financial assistance for any 
families who currently have a Healthcare Card. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
There is a Department of Education policy (included in the Newsletter) linked to CODE RED days which 
directly impacts our school. Please read. 
 

Best wishes to you all for a positive fortnight ahead!   
Kind regards, Sonia & the staff of CPS. ☺           

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Please see Term 1 Calendar draft #2- each fortnightly 

Newsletter will have new events added so please check 

regularly. Thank you!    😊                                                         
                                                                                         

Students with Asthma. Please bring 

your clearly labelled, up to date 

2025 Asthma Management Plans to 

school asap.  

Thursday 6th February 2025 Week 2 

 

Clunes Primary School 

Newsletter  

“Golden Past, Bright Futures” 
Canterbury Street, Vic. 3370 
Telephone (03) 5345 3182 

Email: clunes.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

We learn. We show respect. 
 We are safe. 

 

*In 2025 we have a student who has a severe allergy to NUTS! 

We will need to be a NO NUTS school, as our students mix with and play 

with each other across the school day. Our junior school Buddies will meet 

for learning activities with our senior school Buddies.  Thank you sincerely 

for considering the safety of our students as you choose what food is 

placed in your child’s daily snack and lunch box. 

WHAT HAS GONE HOME? 

The following notes have gone 

home –  

30/01/2024 - School Nursing 

Program Questionnaires – PREPS 

ONLY. DUE FRIDAY 14th FEB    

DOCUMENTS ON SENTRAL 
 

In the resources section in Sentral you can find and download copies of forms like CSEF 

Applications and Bus forms. 

 

Your child report can be found by tapping their name in the app and looking under Academic 

Reports. Reports are published at the end of Term 2 and Term 4. 

 

Starting this Year Parents will be able to provide permission to attend activities through Sentral if 

they would prefer. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fdunrankinps%2Fstatus%2F1033913643665117185&psig=AOvVaw00v9VQyhnMk7OMiA0JL1Iu&ust=1611905018594000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwi6ydChjL7uAhU7_TgGHQpuAwUQjRx6BAgAEAc
mailto:clunes.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS 
FOR TERM 1 

Our School Values Awards focus on: 

We Learn                                  We Show Respect                              We are Safe 

Our Term 1 You Can Do It focus is:  

Getting Along 

Prep /1P- Noa 2 /3AK – (Lachie accepting it on behalf of)              

the whole class 

3 /4MJ – Akir McDougall 5/6B – Tex 

 Principal’s Award – Jake, Aoife, Charlie R, 

Pip 

Performing Arts Award-  

Visual Arts- Junior’s Award -  

 Physical Education Award-  
 

LOTE- Japanese Award- 

   
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jacus 
Henderson                                                        

Isla 
Henderson- 
Drife                                                        

Elsie Clark                                                              Alex Taylor                                                         

School Captains Jacus and Isla 
 

Vice-Captains Elsie and Alex 
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TIME LINE FOR 2025 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 
All government schools in Victoria have a School Council.  

The new school year brings with it the school council election process. 
 

Please find below the timeline for the Clunes School Council Elections 2025. 
 

Notice of election and call for nominations Thursday 6th February 2025 
Closing date for nominations Thursday 13th February 2025 

The date by which the list of candidates, 

nominator and seconder will be displayed 
Tuesday 18th February 2025 

The date by which the ballot papers will be 

prepared and distributed 
Wednesday 19th February 2025 

Close of ballot Thursday 27th February 2025 
Vote count Friday 28th February 2025 

Declaration of ballot Tuesday 4th March 2025 
Tentative first School Council meeting  Wednesday 12th March 2025 

Tentative School Council meeting to elect office 

bearers 
Wednesday 12th March 2025 

 

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Clunes Primary School. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school from Thursday 6th February 2025 and must be 

lodged by 4.00 pm on Thursday 13th February 2025. 

The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Thursday 27th February 2025. 

Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The 

terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for 

election are as follows –  

Membership 

category 

          Term of office       Number of positions 

Parent member From the day after the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2025 to and 

inclusive of the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2027 

 

5  

DET member From the day after the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2025 to and 

inclusive of the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2027 

 

1 

 

OUR SINCERE THANKS… 
 

Our School Council directly influences the quality of education that our school provides our students. 
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We sincerely thank our existing School Council committee: President – Jo Henderson-Drife, Vice-President- 

Deb Bright, Secretary – Jesse Parker, Treasurer – Andy Campbell, Ellen Moroney, Jaqui Featherston, Rob 

Anderson, Jesse Clowes, Ash Burke, Val McNeight, Gill Jedwab and Malcolm Hull. 
 

We also take this opportunity to thank our outgoing parent committee members Ellen, Deb, Andy, Rob and 

Jaqui  & our Department of Education member, Ash B. 

We also thank our co-opted community members Malcolm and Gill. All School Council representatives 

have made a significant contribution to the success of the Council and the greater school community. Thank 

you sincerely for your time, interest and commitment to our wonderful school.  
 
       
  

Newsletter article:  Schools on the 
Bushfire At-Risk Register and Schools at 
Risk of Grassfire (Category 4) 
 

 

 

 

Version 1 | December 2010 

 
 
 
 

School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to 
provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving 
life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on 
the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) 
and those at risk of grassfire (Category 4) 
will be closed when a Code Red fire 
danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  Our school has 
been identified as being one of those at high bushfire or grassfire risk.    

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and SMS 
message/phone tree.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 
1.00pm on the day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will 
provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.   This is to avoid 
confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

• Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

• School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district 
in which the camp is located. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Code Red area will be cancelled. 

• Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our school. 

Clunes Primary School is a rated as a School at Risk of Grassfire 

(Category 4) school by the Department of Education. 
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On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be 
left at home alone or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, 
the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our annual Emergency 
Management Plan, prioritising any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire. 

What can parents do?   

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event 
that our school is closed.   

• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your current mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by 
reading our fortnightly newsletters, by checking our website- www.clunesps.vic.edu.au and by talking to your child’s 
teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.  

• Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you 
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  
 

• You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training 
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below: 

• VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 

• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 

• Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 

• Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 

• Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 

• ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 

 

Your privacy 
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website 

https://www.clunesps.vic.edu.au/school-profile/privacy-policy/. For more information about privacy, refer 

to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.  

 

 

 

 

Clunes Primary School will be closed on Code Red Days. 

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular 

(telecommunication) system, with or without a physical 

connection to a network. For the purpose of the Clunes 

Primary School policy, “mobile phone” refers to mobile 

phones and any device that may connect to or have similar 

functionality to a mobile phone such as smart watches. 

Personal student mobile phone use  

In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy 

issued by the Minister for Education, personal student mobile 

phones, including Smart Watches must not be used at Clunes 

Primary School during school hours, including school bus 

travel, lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has been 

granted. 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://www.clunesps.vic.edu.au/school-profile/privacy-policy/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/safety/Pages/mobilephones.aspx
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POLICY Clunes Primary School understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school or 

wear a smart watch, particularly if they are travelling independently to and from school. 

At Clunes Primary School: 

• Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely 

stored during school hours at the Office.  

• Smart watches worn must have network functionality disabled during school hours 

• School Bus travel is considered ‘school hours’ – network functionality turned off. 

• Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see the full CPS Policy) 

• When emergencies occur, parents or guardians should reach their child by calling the school’s office. 
 

Links to information for parents on DET website: 

• Mobile Phones in Schools 

• FAQs for Parents - Mobile Phones in Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY 2025 

Welcome to borrowing books from the School Library in 2025. All students are required to bring their reader bag 

or some type of bag to be able to borrow and take books home. 

The Timetable for 2025 will be: 

             2 /3AK                Monday        

3 /4MJ Tuesday 

Prep/ 1                            Wednesday 

           5/6B         Thursday 

  

 
Jan and Liz will be running Library sessions on these days. 
Happy Reading, 
Jan & Liz  
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/Mobile-phones-in-schools.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/Mobile-phone-FAQs.aspx
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      Term 1 Calendar – Draft #2 Thursday 6th February 2025 
         

W
EE

K
1

  
Mon 26- Jan Australia Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tue 27-Jan Staff Professional Learning Day Statewide   Student Free Day Clunes PS  

Wed 28-Jan Staff Professional Learning Day   Student Free Day Clunes PS Day 2 

Thurs 29- Jan 

Students first day of Term 1 2025    short whole school Assembly in the Multi-Purpose Hall      
Prep/ 1 & new parents to Clunes PS- welcome gathering, information & morning tea in the Staff Room  
Department of Education (DE) Attendance data collection 
Mini Newsletter home to families. (Hard copy & electronically) 

Fri 30-Jan  
    

W
EE
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Mon 3-Feb Assembly- School Captains Welcome- Induction of School Captains & Vice-Captains (badges presented) 

Tue 4-Feb Every Tuesday is Walk to school Tuesday. Meet Mr. James & Shell at the Queen’s Park playground at 8.30am 

Wed 5-Feb Prep/ Foundation students Rest Day/ Assessment Day 

Thu 6-Feb 
First FULL Newsletter home. (Newsletters home each fortnight, sent via email & placed on the school’s website)     Notice 
of School Council election 

Fri  7-Feb  
      

W
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Mon 10-Feb Assembly- Induction of House Captains & House Vice-Captains (badges presented) 

Tues 11-Feb Student Support Group meetings begin today 

Wed 12-Feb 
Prep/ Foundation students Rest Day/ Assessment Day     
School Council Meeting 7pm (School Finance Meeting 6.30pm) 

Thu 13-Feb Closing Date for School Council elections 

Fri  14-Feb  
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 Mon 17-Feb 
Assembly- Induction of Junior School Council (JSC) representatives (badges presented) 
2025 Clunes PS Welcome BBQ, Open Classrooms evening & Parent Education evening 

Tues 18-Feb  

Wed 19-Feb 
Prep/ Foundation students Rest Day/ Assessment Day           
Junior School Council Meeting 1.10pm                                                      

Thu 20-Feb  

 Fri 21-Feb  
     

W
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 Mon 24-Feb  

Tue 25-Feb  

Wed 26-Feb Prep/ Foundation students Rest Day/ Assessment Day 

 Thurs  27-Feb School Council elections - Close of Ballot 

 Fri  28-Feb  
      

W
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 Mon 3-Mar  

Tue 4-Mar Emergency Management- fire drill     School Council elections- Declaration of School Council Ballot 

Wed 5-Mar Prep/ Foundation students Rest Day/ Assessment Day 

Thu 6-Mar  

 Fri 7-Mar  
      

 SUN 9-Mar 13th Vintage Truck Show - 1st Clunes school FUNDRAISER for 2025- many helpers required PLEASE see Sonia  

W
EE

K
 7

 Mon 10-Mar Labour Day – Public Holiday      

Tues 11-Mar  

Wed 12-Mar NAPLAN            TBC final Prep/ Foundation students Rest Day/ Assessment Day             School Council Meeting AGM 

Thu 13-Mar NAPLAN       

 Fri 14-Mar NAPLAN    
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Mon 17-Mar  

Tues 18-Mar  

Wed 19-Mar Junior School Council Meeting 1.10pm 

Thurs 20-Mar Koorie students- Cultural Gathering Yrs 1-6 

Fri  21-Mar Harmony Day Focus Day-mixed groupings across the school & optional dress up theme day. + Food Bank – Food Fight  

 Sat 22-Mar BOOK TOWN  – 2nd Clunes school FUNDRAISER for 2025- many helpers required PLEASE see Sonia  

 Sun  23- Mar BOOK TOWN  – 2nd Clunes school FUNDRAISER for 2025- many helpers required PLEASE see Sonia  
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Mon 24-Mar CONFIRMED Clunes PS – Senior school Swimming Sports Yrs 3-6  - Clunes Pool – approx. 11.30am start 

Tue 25-Mar  

Wed 26-Mar  

Thu 27-Mar Term 1 DISCO – theme decided by our Junior School Council 

Fri 28-Mar  
 

    

W
EE
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Mon 31-Mar  

Tue 1-Apr  

Wed 2-Apr  

Thu 3-Apr  

Fri 4-Apr Last day of Term 1        2.30pm finish   (casual dress day- no gold coin donation. Each last day of Term is casual dress) 
 

**  To be confirmed:  Inter- school Swimming events    Other Meetings & events       –     TERM 2 STARTS TUESDAY 22nd APRIL, FRIDAY 25TH APRIL is ANZAC Day Public Holiday. School Captains commitment + 
students optional commitment at the Ceremony wearing school uniform. 
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