
                 
Dear Parents/Caregivers,    
 
 
 

 

 
Thank you to our Parent Group for organising this incredibly engaging learning experience for all of our 

students Prep- Six. Magnificent links to our Health and PE program and Kitchen Garden and Cooking 
Program! 

 

   
 
                                                                                 

Wishing you all a happy, safe and restful Spring School Holidays. Kind regards, Sonia & Staff         
        

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Please see Term 4  # draft 1 Calendar on back page 

 

Reminder that the last day of every term is 

free dress day. No Cost!  
 

Thursday 16th September 2019 
 Week 2 

Clunes Primary School 

Newsletter  

“Golden Past, Bright Futures” 
Canterbury Street, Vic. 3370 
Telephone (03) 5345 3182 

Email: clunes.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

We learn. We show respect. 
 We are safe. 

 

mailto:clunes.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS 
FOR TERM 3 

 

Our Term 3 You Can Do It focus is:  

Persistence 

Prep B – Heidi, Tobias 1/2B –  

2/3LM –Dahli 3/4L – Callum, Lilly 

5/6A – Quinton 5/6D – Eve, Jayde 

Chaplain’s Award – DRUMBEAT Group 4 New Bolton House Captain –Kate! 

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT  

Everyone has a history.  What you do with it is up to you.  Some 

will repeat it.  Some will learn from it.  The really special ones 

use it to help others. 

We recently spent some time with friends whose new baby was 

born with health issues.  And while our situations were very 

different, my husband and I were able to share with them 

around how we felt and coped, and what we learned about ‘life’ 

when our own son was born 18 years ago with heart 

problems.  At times it was painful for us to recall his own 

traumatic birth, but we hope that through our difficulties we 

were able to help and encourage our friends.   

What in your ‘history’ can you use to help others? 

Have a great holiday break!   

Blessings,  

Julie McDowell…School Chaplain  
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Term 3 summary: 
Our Third Term of the 2019 school year has been a very busy and productive one!  

Thank you all for your commitment to our wonderful school and to the ongoing learning successes for our students. 

 

This term began on Monday 15th July. We:  

 Celebrated weekly Students of the Week! 

 Conducted weekly Student Leadership Meetings with our School Captains and Vice School 

Captains. Our School Captains and Vice Captains; Olivia, Rowan, Ameekah and Hamish attended 

the Primary Schools Parliamentary Convention in Melbourne at Parliament House. 

 Our School Captains represented the school and Clunes district at the Pozieres Memorial ceremony 

at the Arch of Victory in Ballarat. 

 Three of our Year 3-6 students achieved Hepburn Shire ‘Words in Winter’ writing awards! 

 Our Choir group conducted regular lunchtime sessions towards the end of term.  

 Mrs Felicity Longmire continued to extend staff professional learning in leading Mathematics 

teaching and learning across the school. Mrs Vicki Anderson attended Literacy Leaders training 

and the whole staff participated in First Aid and CPR training! Thank you to the school community 

for enabling this to be held as a Student Free Day. Staff have engaged in further Literacy based in-

house and external professional learning and we are leading the way within the Central Highlands 

as a pilot school in the implementation of the Marrung indigenous education Strategy. (compulsory 

state-wide 2020) Mr James has continued with EMU training as has Mrs. B with ongoing Reading 

Recovery training. 

 We continued to use fundrasing money to support our very successful ‘home grown’ Kitchen 

Garden & Cooking program with Mrs Laurie. Jo and Ruth support Mrs Laurie with the 

implementation of the weekly cooking program. 

 Julie supported Group 4 with the very successful and highly valued DRUMBEAT program. All 

students performed solos pieces, as well as performing as part of the group to junior and senior 

school students separately on Monday afternoon! There will be a whole school Assembly 

performance at the beginning of Term 4. 

 Julie and dedicated helpers continued with a very positive weekly Breakfast Program- thanks Julie 

& Helpers! Pancakes again today for the last Brekky Club for the term! 

 Eligible families continued to receive support from the CSEF funding- supporting Excursion and 

Incursion opportunites for our students. Extra funding from the Education Dept will see a reduced 

cost of Swimming for every participting child in Term 4. $65.00 per child in 2019. 

 2 x Junior School Council Meetings were conducted incorporating Student Voice and Student 

Agency into decision making within the school. This year this included a Pie Day fundraiser linked 

to Footy Day and we’ve thoroughly enjoyed this day today! 

 Our senior students have also been surveyed for their opinions and priorities for School Cleaning as 

we embark on employing a new Cleaning provider. We, once again, sincerely thank Gwen 

Goldsmith for her many years of dedicated cleaning support to our school.  

 Results of the annual DET Student Attitudes to School Survey (ATSS) were returned after the 

years 4, 5 and 6 students were surveyed earlier in the year. Overall very positive data once again! 

Our student leaders analysed the data. Next term our students will assist with further analysis and 

then will make a small presentation to their class on the findings. Following class feedback we will 

take action to make ongoing improvements. 

 The ATSS data was also presented to staff and to School Council and has been made public via the 

My School website and in our Newsletter. 

 Staff actively participated in OH & S components of Staff Meetings, keeping the safety and 

wellbeing of all, foremost in our minds. On behalf of the OH & S Committee, the school completed 

an OH & S ‘Grass Fire’ drill with all students.  We are now formally recognised as being Grass 

Fire ‘at risk’.  This will be an ongoing focus leading into our Bush Fire season. 

 National NAPLAN Online assessment results were returned with pleasing growth results in 

Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation, and Numeracy. The data was presented to 

student leaders and staff, and will be presented to school council and parents via the Newsletter 

early in Term 4. The data is also available via the My School website. 

 Parents were randomly selected (computer generated sample) to participate in the annual, now 

online, Parent Opinion Survey. (Our results are just back and will be made public at the start of 

next term) 

 The Wesley Music Concert, held this term up at school, was very engaging! 
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 3 x engaging and proactive School Council Meetings were conducted.  

 Indoor Soccer superstars actively participated in competitions in Ballarat! Our students also did 

extremely well in the District Athletics and two teams will go on to Relay and Long Jump at 

Regional level. 

 Our whole school participated in a Children’s Book Week Focus Day with a delightful Book 

Parade showcasing the efforts of our parents to dress up their children as their favourite book 

character. As usual our own Clunes Library supported activities for the juniors including a joint 

Pre-School and Prep activity session. 

 Schools Tree Day was celebrated with extra trees planted in the school yard by students from Year 

3 /4L. Mr James and students were ably led and supported by our very committed Garden Parent 

Support Volunteers and a small group of Wesley helpers.  

 Mrs Laurie has placed a Garden Awards application in again to formally seek recognition for the 

efforts of all, for our beautiful and functional surrounds and sustainability efforts at Clunes PS.  

 Our Year 5 /6 students conducted a ‘Walkability’ audit with Wesley student helpers as part of the 

wider Clunes community and Hepburn Shire Walkability strategy. This activity was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all. 

 10 students participated in the ACU Young Vinnies Activity Day and will attend a weekend camp 

in early October. 

 12 students were randomly selected after Expressions of Interest were received to attend Somers 

Camp in mid October. 

 Our Parent Group once again provided incredible fundraising support with the Tree Drive, yummy 

Hot Lunch Day, delightful Father’s Day gift arrangement and very popular canteen at the Term 3 

Disco. The team also arranged for the whole school to engage in two Inglenook Dairy excursions.  

 The Term 3 Disco was, (as usual), a delightful event! 

 We reviewed and re- affirmed our class and yard rules with our students in line with our School 

Values and Positive Behaviours approaches. Next term we will seek feedback from the school 

community with regards to our Student Code of Conduct. 

 In this last week of term: 

o Our Year 2 students looked resplendent in their 1850s school costumes at the Sovereign 

Hill education excursion. 

o Our Year 5s and 6s represented our school with pride and enjoyed their Major Games Day 

in Daylesford. 

o Students adorned their favourite footy colours for today’s parade and brought in ‘coins’ to 

line up for their footy team as a fundraiser and fun way to end the term. We will let you 

know of the result next term. 
  

We practised our Values daily - We learn, We show respect, We are safe.  
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DRUMBEAT 
Term 3 
Performance 
 

There will be a short 
performance for our school 
community on Monday 7th 
October at 2.45 in the 
DRUMBEAT room; if you 
can, come along and 
celebrate with our term 3 
students! 
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      Term 4 Calendar - Draft 1   Thursday 19th September  2019 
W

EE
K

 1
 Mon      7-Oct First day of Term 4      BOOK FAIR BEGINS LATER THIS WEEK 

Tue 8-Oct Walk to School Program begins (Hepburn Shire Challenge until Nov 1) 

Wed 9-Oct School Council Meeting 

Thu 10-Oct Breakfast program begins again    BOOK FAIR BEGINS TODAY 

Fri 11-Oct  Young Vinnies Camp – 11th -13th Oct Pax Hill Camp (10 students) 
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 Mon 14-Oct  
Tue 15-Oct  5 /6 students begin 5 week Swimming Program Session 1 

Wed 16-Oct   

Thu 17-Oct Energy Breakthrough fundraiser- Walkathon- House Competition 

Fri 18-Oct                                                                                                                     Saturday 19th Oct- school Working Bee- 8am 
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 Mon 21-Oct Werribee Zoo excursion- Yrs 3,4,5,6 

Tue 22-Oct Somers Camp 22nd- 30th Oct (12 students attending) 5 /6 students  Swimming Prog S2    Koorie SSG meetings 

Wed 23-Oct Junior School Council Meeting 

Thu 24-Oct   

Fri 25-Oct  World Teachers Day 
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 Mon 28-Oct  

Tue 29-Oct 5 /6 students Swimming Program S3 

Wed 30-Oct  

Thu 31-Oct  

Fri 1-Nov  
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 Mon 4-Nov  

Tue 5-Nov 5 /6 students  Swimming Program S4        Snail Races TBC 

Wed 6-Nov  

Thu 7-Nov Kinder Transition 1   9-11am 

Fri 8-Nov BALLARAT SHOW –PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
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 Mon 11-Nov  Remembrance Day (School Captains & Sonia to attend 11am Service) 

Tue 12-Nov  5 /6 students Swimming Program- last session S5 

Wed 13-Nov  Parents Club – Hot Lunch Picnic Day TBC   School Council                      

Thu 14-Nov  

Fri 15-Nov                                                                                                                     Saturday 16th Nov: CLUNES SHOW 
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 Mon 18-Nov  Julie’s last day 

Tue 19-Nov 2 /3 & 3/4  students begin 5 week Swimming Program Session 1 

Wed 20-Nov P & 1 /2  students begin 5 week Swimming Program Session 1  

Thu 21-Nov Kinder Transition 2   9-11am   ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH 

Fri 22-Nov ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH                                                                    Saturday 23rd Nov- ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH 
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 Mon 25-Nov   

Tue 26-Nov 2 /3 & 3/4  students Swimming Program S2 

Wed 27-Nov P & 1 /2  students Swimming Program S2        Junior School Council Meeting 

Thu 28-Nov  SCHOOL MUSICAL  TBC 

Fri 29-Nov                                                                                                                                                                           
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 Mon 2-Dec  

Tue 3-Dec 2 /3 & 3/4  students Swimming Program S3 

Wed 4-Dec P & 1 /2  students  Swimming Program S3         

Thu 5-Dec Kinder Transition 3   11am -1pm   

Fri 6-Dec  
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 Mon 9-Dec  

Tue 10-Dec 2 /3 & 3/4  students Swimming Program S4    Kinder Transition 4   9am -1pm      State-Wide Transition Day 

Wed 11-Dec P & 1 /2  students  Swimming Program S4    School Council Meeting     

Thu 12-Dec Community Carols &  Yr 6 Resilience Project Production  TBC 

Fri 13-Dec Parent Helper End of Year THANK YOU MORNING TEA 
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Mon 16-Dec Focus Day- Christmas Theme TBC 

Tue 17-Dec 2 /3 & 3/4  students Swimming Program  last session   Semester 2 Reports & 2020 Class Lists home TBC 

Wed 18-Dec P & 1 /2  students  Swimming Program  last session    School Council Meeting     

Thu 19-Dec Year 6 Graduation 

Fri 20-Dec Last day of Term 4 & 2019 School Year 1pm finish    FREE DRESS 
       


